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The White & Case International Rounds of the Jessup Competition are the culminating event of the
Jessup Season. Held each spring in Washington, D.C., the White & Case International Rounds are
both an educational experience and cultural extravaganza. The weeklong schedule of events is filled
with competitive matches, interesting panel discussions, and festive social events. The 2019 White &
Case International Rounds took place March 30 - April 6, 2019 at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill.
The 2019 Jessup Season reached a fantastic conclusion at the White & Case International Rounds
where 143 teams from 90 countriescompeted in Washington, DC.
Almost 300 volunteer judges from 60 countries, and an amazing group of international volunteers
came together in DC for the 2019 International Rounds. The teams from Myanmar and Sierra Leone
participated in the International Rounds for the first time in the history of the Jessup. Pakistan and
Zimbabwe competed in the advanced rounds for the first time ever. The team from Zimbabwe also
took home the King & Spalding Spirit of the Jessup Award! After a week of intense competition, more
than 1,000 people joined us in person to watch the World Championship and more than 3,800
watched the livestream. It was a fantastic competition from beginning to end!
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NATIONAL ROUNDS
The University Of Nairobi School Of Law participated in the National Rounds of the competition that
took place at the Kenya School of Law in February 2019. Three schools participated in the
competition namely: Kenya School of Law, Moi University and the University of Nairobi. The
University of Nairobi was represented by two students namely Clemence Wari Wangio and Sylvia
Katua.
The University of Nairobi team emerged overall winners of the National Rounds, and earned the right
to represent Kenya for the third time in the last four years.
WHITE & CASE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY ROUNDS -WASHINGTON DC
The preliminary Rounds consisted of four rounds, where each team argued the case twice as
applicant and twice as respondent. The University of Nairobi competed against the following teams;

1.
2.
3.
4.

Pakistan (Kinniard College for Women, Lahore)
Jamaica (Norman Manley Law School)
China University of Political Science and Law
Kazakhstan (M. Narikbayev KAZGUU University

FINAL RESULTS
The Judges of the final rounds were
1. Hugh Adsett (Global Affairs Canada)
2. S. James Anaya (University of Colorado Law School)
3. Andrew B. Loewenstein (Foley Hoag LLP)

The teams in the finals were
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1. EötvösLoránd University (Hungary)
2. Columbia Law School (United States)

Jessup World Champion: EötvösLoránd University (Hungary)
Runner-Up: Columbia Law School (United States)
FINAL ORALIST RANKING
The University of Nairobi was ranked at number 82 with 2675 point out of the 124 participating
universities. Among the African university participating in the competition and performed better
than, the University of Nairobi were:
Zimbabwe’s Great Zimbabwe the university Position 19(2932 points)
Ghana’s Kwame Nkuruma University of Science and Technology position 46(2765 points)
South Africa’s University of Pretoria position 55(3005 points)
Nigeria’s University of Lagos, position 69 (2902 points)
MEMORIAL RANKING
The memorial was ranked at position 102 with a total score of 441. The winning memorial from
Russia (National Research University Higher School of Economics (Moscow) was scored at 551 points.
TOP 100 ORALIST
None of our Oralist made it to the top 100. Clemence Wangio was ranked at position 301(76.1
points) while Sylvia Katua was ranked at position 305 (76 points) out of the 397 oralists. This was a
drop as compared to 2017 where in the top 100 oralist; Leon Ndekei with 88.1 points from the
University of Nairobi was ranked at position 99 of the top 100. The lead oralist in 2019 had a mean
average of 95 points.
GOING FORWARD
It was clear that this year performance was majorly affected by the quality of the memorial that was
submitted. It is important that in the future emphasis is made to ensure that we have a well research
and prepared memorial for submission. The team members must also be made to appreciate the
need to pay more attention to the preparation process and have the self-initiative and determination
to succeed. The process of getting funds from the college to enable the registration and payments
of the participating costs has been tedious to the extent that we have had to make alternative
arrangement at the last minutes.
The last minute approval of funds also create a lot of anxiety in the team as many at times the team
in not certain on whether they will travel or not thereby hampering the preparation process.
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CONCLUSION
A lot of experience and lessons have been learnt during the preparation process for this year
competition, both before at the National rounds and during the International rounds. We intend to
quickly deliberate on this lesson and implement the suggestion agreed as we prepare for future
local, regional and international moot competition.
The sacrifice made by the students during this preparation is highly appreciated.
Finally, we also wish to thank the Universities administration, the College and the office of the Dean
office for availing the funds and leaving nothing to chance to enable the team participate in this
year’s competition. More importantly we wish to express our sincere appreciation to CESSP through
the office of the Director for assuring us that the funds will be made available. We do not take this
support for granted and thank the Dean most sincerely for taking a personal interest in the moot
competition and supporting the students and staff during the preparation stages.
We look forward to posting better results in the rest of the moot competition this year and the Jessup
Competition in 2020.
Expiry Date: Sat, 2031-05-31 (All day)
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